
I want to commend the congregation as well as the members of the Leadership Team, Deacons, 
Ministry Teams and various Task Teams for a job well done in 2014. There is certainly much to 
celebrate in terms of our ministry involvements and accomplishments. We will hear more about 
that in the Annual Reports that will be shared at our January 25 Congregational Business Meeting. 
As we look to a new year of ministry together, I acknowledge that we have some significant chal-
lenges before us – a budget challenge, the direction of our worship together as well as decisions 
regarding the scope and focus of our ministry. Your input will be solicited as we move forward to-
gether. 
 
I have to admit that 2015 seems a bit daunting. However, I believe that by God’s grace and our 
shared commitment to the ministries of the Westminster Church of the Brethren, we will discover 
together a renewed vitality and focus for ministry. Recently, I have found encouragement and guid-
ance in the writings of Diana Butler Bass. She offers insights for congregations wrestling with how 
we going about ministry within today’s changing cultural attitudes and perspectives. Here are a few 
quotes that I sparked by curiosity.  
 
“Christianity did not begin with a confession. It began with an invitation into friendship, into creating 
a new community, into forming relationships based on love and service.” 

Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 

 
“There is, however, something odd about this pattern. Other than joining a political party, it is hard 
to think of any other sort of community that people join by agreeing to a set of principles. Imagine 
joining a knitting group. Does anyone go to a knitting group and ask if the knitters believe in knitting 
or what they hold to be true about knitting? Do people ask for a knitting doctrinal statement? In-
deed, if you start knitting by reading a book about knitting or a history of knitting or a theory of knit-
ting, you will very likely never knit.” 

Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 
 

“If we think of belonging only as membership in a club, organization, or church, we miss the point. 
Belonging is the risk to move beyond the world we know, to venture out on pilgrimage, to accept 
exile. And it is the risk of being with companions on that journey, God, a spouse, friends, children, 
mentors, teachers, people who came from the same place we did, people who came from entirely 
different places, saints and sinners of all sorts, those known to us and those unknown, our secret 
longings, questions, and fears.” 

Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 

 
With this food for thought, I am looking forward to Diana Butler Bass’s visit to Westminster for a 
workshop sponsored by the Ministerium on January 25. I am hoping to glean some new insights 
for my pastoral work. I am looking forward to engaging with you in conversation and discernment 
as we minister together in this New Year. 
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XYZ Planning Committee Hard at Work 

church office by noon Friday, Janu-
ary 16.  

 
Also in January we will be able to offer 
our much needed volunteer services 
to SERRV on Tuesday, January 27. 
Plan to join our group from 8:30am to 
around 3:30pm in the lower level of 
the SERRV building in New Windsor. 
Please RSVP your attendance to the 
church office by noon Friday, Janu-
ary 23, so you will get a free delicious 

hot meal.  
 
Program ideas are always welcomed, 
so if you have a suggestion, please 
see one of the committee members: 

START OFF THE NEW YEAR BY 
JOINING XYZ ACTIVITIES 

 
Our Tuesday, January 20 program 
will be a travelogue of Mark Wood-
worth’s and Jeanne Dussault’s sum-
mer adventures to Canada and Alas-
ka. Mark promises to share slides 
that will warm our hearts and expand 
our horizons as we view the spectac-
ular Canadian/Alaskan scenery and 
local points of interest. Prior to his 
program we will enjoy a variety of 
soups, sandwiches and desserts 
which will fill our tummies before we 
fill our minds with awesome photos. 
RSVP your attendance to the 

Leadership Team 

I loved this year’s stewardship education theme “Fearless Generosity.” 
 

It conjured up so many images of how generous our congregation is throughout the year.  Nancy highlighted many of the 
ways we are generous on the Christmas tree in the library this year. 
 

Generosity is so much more than our monetary contributions – although those are hugely important. 
 

Consider the following opportunities for stewardship guided by “Fearless Genersity” that involve your ideas, talents and 
time. 
 

Are you a member of any church committee? 
Do you volunteer in helping with Sunday Services? 
Do you welcome visitors who attend our church and encourage them to come back? 
During the past year have you invited a friend or co-worker to attend church with you? 
During the past year have you submitted an idea that cuts costs so that your offerings can be better utilized toward the 

mission work of our church? 
Do you read your Bible on a regular basis? 

 

How about considering making these part of your New Year’s resolutions for 2015? 
 

Fearless Generosity – everyone can participate!           
~Marilyn Ebaugh 
Leadership Chair 

Bill Achor, Barbara Groff, Lydia Ibex, 
Chuck Izard, Dorothy LeFevre, Dorothy 

Saville, or Mark Woodworth. 
 

~Cinda Showalter 

 XYZ Committee Chair 

 

I attended the XYZ Christmas luncheon this past Tuesday, and what a blessing it was.  Connie and Miller Davis gave a 
presentation on their trip to the Holy land and I was enamored by every slide. As I sat looking at each slide and listening 
to Connie’s narrative, I could not help but think about actually standing on the same soil that my Savior, Jesus Christ 
stood. To stand where the creator of this universe stood; where a simple man, yet God stood; where He suffered and died 
for all of us, was overwhelming and very emotional. One day I hope to visit the Holy land, but in the meantime, I will al-
ways remember Connie and Miller’s wonderful presentation and for allowing me, through their pictures and experiences, 

to visit where Jesus served.  Thank you XYZ for inviting me to your wonderful event.                               ~Carol Cormany 
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

   
 
 
 
 

   

Fundraising Team Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2015 

11:30am - 1:30pm   

 

Savory homemade soups, delicious assorted breads, & delightful desserts 
Tickets:  Adult - $8.00, Family - $16.00, Children (11yrs. & under) - $4.00 

Door Prizes 
Proceeds to benefit the church budget! 

In addition to the live auction, there is an opportunity to request assistance on a job you need done or to offer 
your talent to someone interested in the service.  Sheets will be posted beginning January 4, 2015.  Don’t delay! 

 
Thus far, the following will be posted for auction. 

 
HELP WANTED 
 

1.  Would you be willing to provide some basic assistance on how to maximize the use of a cell phone, retrieving photos 
stored on a cell phone and other introductory applications of a cell phone?  Must be able to convey the information in its 
simplest, most basic form and have inexhaustible patience.  Participants are willing to pay $_____ per person per hour for 
this service. 
 

2.  Purchaser seeking 8 hours of gardening services that includes weeding, transplanting perennials, and separating  
ornamental grasses.  Willing to pay $12 an hour.  Work may be divided into two days. 
 

3.  Need help in removing old clothes line from yard.  Requires digging.  Willing to pay $100. 
 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 
 

1.  Introduction to crocheting.  Instruction available for $25 for a maximum of three persons. 
 
2.  Knitting for beginners.  Classes available for $25 for a maximum of three persons. 
 

If you have a need for services or have a talent to offer, please contact Dave Flora at deflora7@hotmail.com  
and it will promoted as part of the auction for Souper Bowl Sunday. 

The task ahead of us in the new year is never as great as the Power behind us! 
~Unknown 
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Fellowship/Hospitality 

Sunday, January 4 
(First Sunday) 

            11:30am: Fellowship Luncheon 
(Please bring a food item contribution  

to our time of fellowship) 
 

Wednesday, January 7 
C.A.N. 

   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Marilyn Ebaugh &  
                          Sharon Franzén 
   6:00-6:45pm:  Kid’s Club 
   6:15-7:15pm:  Loaves & Fishes Committee Meeting 
                           in the Conference Room 
 

Wednesday, January 14 
    5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Jeff Ibex & crew 
    6:15-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 

 

Sunday, January 18 
            9:30am  Koinonia between morning services 
 

Wednesday, January 21 
   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Becky & Bob Jarboe 
   6:00-6:45pm:  Kid’s Club 
   6:15-6:30pm:  Bible study with Pastor Glenn 
                          in the Conference Room 
 
 

Friday, January 23 
            7:00pm:  Movie Night showing in the Library 
  “Heaven is for Real”  
  (Popcorn and drinks will be served) 

 
Sunday, January 25 

Congregational Business Meeting during Sunday School.  
Our regular worship schedule will be in place 

(Continental Breakfast will be served) 
 

Wednesday, January 28 
   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Dot Saville & Helpers 
   6:00-6:45pm:  Kid’s Club 
   6:15-6:30pm:  Bible study with Pastor Glenn 
                          in the Conference Room 
 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
Stay tuned for our April Showcase which will feature the 

many artistic talents of our congregation and will be located 
in the Fellowship Hall. More information to come. 

 

 
Please make reservations for CAN the Tuesday before the meal 

 so our cooks know how many will attend. 

Book Club News 

 
The next WCOB Book Club meeting will be held on Thursday, January 15th at 7pm in the home of  
Susie Scott.  We will discuss the book “The Orphan Train”.  Please join us for an evening of conversation 
and fellowship.            ~ Thank you, Mary Honeman 
 

It’s already time to think about the Disaster Auction and with that said, please consider a “Patron 
Ad”.  The money for all Patron Ads is due by Friday, February 20 to give us time to send in the form 
by the February 27 deadline.  Please drop your check in the offering plate or by the church office on 
or before February 20.  Stay tuned for additional information. 

 
 

“Each of us as human beings has a responsibility to reach out to help our brothers and sisters affected by disasters.  
One day it may be us or our loved ones needing someone to reach out and help."   

Witness 
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I’ve come to appreciate many quotes by Ralph Waldo Emerson. Many of his quotes about life cause me to stop and ponder 
their significance in my own life. One of my favorites – and a motto I strive to live by – “nothing great was ever achieved 

without enthusiasm.” 
 

As we begin 2015, I’m reviewing my own life, to consider how I might approach each new opportunity with enthusiasm (or 
more enthusiasm.  To me, enthusiasm isn’t just being “hyper” though – it’s about passion & true engagement with the 

task at hand. 
 

With the busy holiday season behind us, I encourage each of us to seek out moments in serving others that embody great 
enthusiasm. Look in the mirror – what do you see? Does the image you see in the mirror reflect that you honor God by 

honoring others? 
 

Blessings for an “enthusiastic” New Year!           ~Nancy McCrickard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing a “dash of enthusiasm” from our Tree of Service & Love 
displayed in our church library.  

Thoughts from our Community Spirit Coordinator 

Thank you for praying, serving, giving to support the Church of the Brethren in 2014. There are many things that we were 
able to do together:   
 

2,390 students, advisers, staff, and volunteers attended National Youth Conference (and 19 from international Brethren 
groups). 123 volunteers served 248,720 hours at Brethren Volunteer Service projects. 9 Ministry Summer Service interns 
explored their vocations in ministry placements across the country. Volunteers maintained a Brethren presence in 9 differ-
ent countries.  Over 377 deacons and church leaders attended 9 deacon training events. 19 BVS volunteers  served at 
international projects, and 11 international students served in the US.  98 individuals participated in the Church Planting 
Conference. 152 Global Mission Advocates are now connected to the network. 165 individuals attended 4 Intercultural
                                  (continued on page 8) 

Church of the Brethren Excitement in 2014 

http://support.brethren.org/site/R?i=ZQ5ufATZns-CaPrcd2lkZg
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Peace Notes (Are Democracies Less Warlike?) 

In a one-page article in the November 2014 issue of Scientific American entitled “Perpetual Peace,” Michael Shermer  
raises the above question.  He refers to a 1795 essay in which German philosopher Immanuel Kant concluded that citizens 
of a democratic republic are less likely to support warfare by their nations.  A 1989 essay on “The Causes of War” by  
American political scientist Jack Levy concluded that “the absence of war between democratic states comes as close as 

anything we have to an empirical law in international relations.”  Skeptics have found few exceptions to Levy’s conclusions. 
 

In their 2001 book Triangulating Peace, political scientists Bruce Russett and John Oneal created a democracy scale score 
based on the Polity Project utilizing ten measures of how competitive a nation’s political process is, how fair its  
elections are, the strengths of its checks and balances of power, and the transparency of its actions.  They concluded that 
when two countries both scored high on their Polity scale scores, the likelihood of disputes between them was small.  They 
further concluded that if either one of the countries scored low on its Polity scale score, the chance of a quarrel between 
them was significantly larger.  Their study further indicated that nations with high democracy scale scores, plus active trade 
with one another, plus joint memberships in intergovernmental organizations had a significantly lower likelihood of any  

militarized dispute.   
 

The article estimates that about 63 percent of the world’s nations now are electoral democracies, but that we must be  
vigilant about the remaining 37 percent, particularly those “theocratic autocracies desirous of thermonuclear weapons and 

bent on bringing about Armageddon.”                                       ~Bill Achor 
 
“We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity 

and its first chapter is New Year's Day.”                                                                                                           ~Edith Lovejoy 
 
“If this is to be a Happy New Year, a year of usefulness, a year in which we shall live to make this earth better, it is because 

God will direct our pathway. How important then, to feel our dependence upon Him!”                              ~Matthew Simpson 
 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105 

Congregational Business Meeting Agenda 

 

The congregational business meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 25 at 9:30am during the Sunday school hour.  A 
continental breakfast will be provided.  Our agenda includes: 
 
1. Annual Reports 
2. Approval of additional leadership roles 
 - Finance Ministry Team Chair 
 - Personnel Relations Team Member 
3. Proposed Constitutional Amendment 
 

Section IV.  Church Officers 
A.       All officers, with the exception of the moderator,  shall be members of the Westminster Church of the Brethren 

(refer to sections VII and VIII of the Constitution).  Add phrase in bold. 
B.      The moderator shall be the official head presiding officer of the congregation but shall recognize the pastor(s) as 

the spiritual and executive leaders(s)    Strike phrase and substitute words in bold. 
 
Section V. Leadership Team 
        The Leadership Team shall act as the administrative body and official head of the congregation, supervising the 

ongoing programs of the congregation.  Add phrase in bold. 
 



 Page 7 The Chimes 

New for 2015!  Children’s Chimes...We are starting a chimes group for children from St. Paul’s UCC 
and Westminster COB for ages 8 through 13.  Practices will be Thursdays, 6:30-7:00 p.m., Bell room at 
St. Paul’s.  Beginning 1/15/15.  No experience needed.  Learn how to read music and have a great time 
playing the chimes! 
 
NEWSLETTER NOTICE:  To help save money in the 2015 budget, beginning in January anyone who currently has the 
newsletter mailed to them but attends church regularly will have their newsletters placed, instead, in the hanging files  
outside the office for pick-up there.    

 
 

Announcements 

It’s never too early to think about spring and summer.  Shepherd’s Spring has two great events coming up: 
 
May 1-3, 2015 is our Bird Watcher’s Retreat.  Chris Eberly, professional ornithologist and Executive  
Director of the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson, Texas, and Doug Ruby, Biology professor at 
University of Maryland - Eastern Shore will lead us in exploring the vast number of feathered friends 
passing through and living in the Shepherd’s Spring area.  We would love for you to join us!  Please call 

301-223-8193 to register or visit www.shepherdsspring.org before the April 17, 2015 deadline. 
 
It’s time to recruit your foursome now!  Shepherd’s Spring Golf Tournament will be held on  
Monday, June 15, so save the date for all you golfers. For additional information please call 301-223-8193 

or visit www.shepherdsspring.org.  
 

 

Shepherd’s Spring 

Hands to Work, Hearts to God Spotlight 

Did you know that JoAnn Landon and Susie Scott volunteer once a month for Library Link, an outreach  
program of Carroll County Public Library? They, along with their friend Sandy, deliver books and other  
materials to residents of the Health Care Center and Diven House Assisted Living at Carroll Lutheran  
Village. Library materials are pre-selected for individual residents at the Westminster branch, where Library 

Link maintains its own special collection. The volunteer team picks up bins of materials at the library and then hand delivers 
the specific items to residents. Materials delivered the previous month are collected and returned to the library. 
 

According to JoAnn, “residents look forward to receiving books, magazines, audio books and music. Each delivery is like a 
personal visit.” 
 

JoAnn and Sandy have been making deliveries since 1998. Susie joined them in 2001. Susie also held a reading time for a 
group of residents once a week for twelve years. The team enjoys visiting the residents and enjoys spending the time  
together.  
 

“Each month, we spotlight the ways our congregation is being of service in the world (beyond the Westminster Church of the 
Brethren).  Please let Nancy McCrickard know about your volunteer involvement in the wider community.” 
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Hold These in Your Prayers 

Church Family 
 

Removed for Privacy 
 
 
 
 

Homebound 
 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to the families of…. 
 

Our family is grateful for the support, condolences, and expressions of sympathy upon the passing of our Mom.  We are 
thankful for the talents of Pastor Glenn, who coordinated a wonderful service that truly celebrated her life.  Special thanks 
to those of you that helped to serve the meal and cleaned up afterwards.  While the passing of our Mom is sad, and she 

will be missed, our family was comforted by generosity of support from her church family.               ~With God’s Blessings 
             The Rowe Family 
 

Thank you for your cards, support, and prayers as we deal with the loss of Mabel.  Your love and caring kindness mean so 

much to us.                                                     ~Dave & Jan Flora 

Thank You 

(continued from page 5)   
Ministry related events. 140 participants served at 8 workcamps.  83 congregations began or continued participating in the 
Vital Ministry Journey. 62 individuals represented 13 districts at Young Adult Conference. 3 Mission and Ministry Board 
meetings were held and 3 new members were welcomed. 684 congregations financially supported the Church of the Breth-
ren and 151 donors gave to the Core Ministries of the Church of the Brethren for the first time.  And so much more!     
 

Thank you for generously giving to your church. Your faithful support is inspiring, and ensures that the many life-changing, 
loving-giving ministries of the Church of the Brethren will continue into the future. 

http://support.brethren.org/site/R?i=ZQ5ufATZns-CaPrcd2lkZg
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January 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
.  1 

Office Closed 
2 

 
3  
11am-1pm 

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
  

6pm  Cold 

Weather Shelter   

4  1st Sunday 
 

Communion 

Sunday 
 

  9:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
                School 
11:30am Fellowship 

               Luncheon 
 

5 
 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 

 

6 
 

1pm  XYZ 
    Planning Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7  
 

 

5pm  CAN  
6pm  Kid’s Club  
6:15pm Loaves & 
        Fishes Mtg. 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

8 
 

6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers   

7pm Bell  
      Practice @ 
 St. Paul’s UCC 
 

 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

7am F.A.B.B. 
 

9am  Leadership 

     Team Retreat 

 

11am-1pm   
Organ Rehearsal 
 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 

11 
 

 
 
 

12  
 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 

 

13  

 

10:00am Publicity 
         Team Mtg. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

14 
 

5pm  CAN  
6pm  Kid’s Club  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

15    
 

6:30pm  
Westminster  
            Ringers 
7pm Bell’s @ 
 St. Paul’s UCC 
 

7pm  Book Club 

16 
 

 
 

17 
 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

18  
 

 

9:15am Koinonia 
 

12:00pm  Deacon  
                    Mtg. 
 

 

 

19  
 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day 

 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 

 

20 
 

12:30pm XYZ  
           Luncheon 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

5pm  CAN  
6pm  Kid’s Club  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 
 

22 
 

6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers   

7pm Bell  
      Practice @ 
 St. Paul’s UCC 

23 
 

7:00pm  Movie 
Night “Heaven 

is for Real” 
 
 
 
 

24   
 

 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

25    
 

9:30am 

Congregational 
Business Meeting 

26 
 
 

 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 

27 
 

8:30am  XYZ to 

             SERRV 
 

10am  Ministerium 

                      Mtg. 
 

 

28 
 

5pm  CAN  
6pm  Kid’s Club  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

29 
 

6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers   

7pm Bell  
      Practice @ 
 St. Paul’s UCC 

30 31 
 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 

Worship Schedule 
    8:25am Contemporary Worship 

    9:30am Sunday School 

  10:45am Traditional Worship 
 

 Remains constant except on the first Sunday of  

each month or unless otherwise noted. 

Carroll County Public Schools Closed 

Carroll County Public Schools Closed 



WESTMINSTER 

CHURCH OF THE  

BRETHREN 
 

1 Park Place  

Westminster, Maryland 

21157 

 

 

Phone: 410-848-8090 

Fax: 410-848-0735 

E-mail: 

office@westminsterbrethr

en.org 

Visit us on the web.  

www.westminsterbrethren.org 

 
 

January 18 
Theme: Tempted in the Wilderness 
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-17 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader:    

 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader:  
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 
 
 

January 25 

Theme: Beatitudes 
Scripture: Matthew 5:1-20 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard  
Worship Leader:  Don Rowe 
        10:45am Service 
Preacher:  Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:   
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Special Music: Belle Grove Legato 
 
 

January 4 
First Sunday 

9:30am   
Theme: Flight to Egypt 
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir & Streams of Joy 
          

 
 
 

January 11 
Theme: This is my Son, the Beloved 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17 
 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  
 

10:45am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 

 

January Worship 

We are a biblically grounded community committed to 

continuing the work of Jesus. 
Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.  

 By: 
~creatively worshipping God 

 with a unified Spirit; 
 

~expansively studying what it means  

to be Christian; 
 

~willingly reaching out to others in  

service, locally and globally; 
 

~intentionally supporting each other; and 
 

~honoring Christ’s call to be 

 peacemakers 


